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COURTESYJack Lander 
By KAREN NELSON — kinelson@sunherald.com 


MOSS POINT -- Frederick H. "Jack" Lander was a musician, a teacher and a beloved husband, father and 
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grandfather. 


He held a degree in music from USM and a master's in music education from VanderCook College of Music 
in Chicago. He was band director for a number of schools before he returned to Moss Point, where he and 
his wife of 60 years, Day Lander, raised a family of four. 


He retired as band director at Moss Point in 1992. But it was in retirement that he became known for playing 
his bagpipes along the Coast for military and law enforcement events and funerals. 


Jack Lander died at the age of 83. His funeral was last week. 


"There was always music in the house and it was wonderful,” said his daughter, Lisa Pittman. She said 
people just naturally gravitated to her father. He was a little mischievous and had a great sense of humor. 


"He was everyone's favorite," she said. "People liked him. Kids loved him." 
But she said it was his own children who taught him how to be a great dad. 


He could play all the instruments in a high school band, but once he took up the bagpipes, he was in demand 
for military dinners, POW/MIA ceremonies, dedications and graveside services from Waveland to Mobile 
and as far north as Virginia. 


For several years, he marched with the Korean War veterans at parades in Mobile and was given an 
honorary membership to their group. 


"Jack felt as though that was what God intended, for him to provide the piping for public service. It was a 
mission," his wife, Day Lander, said. 


He was a member of Clan MacArthur Society for many years, a founding member of Clan Arthur Association 
of USA, having been a tent host at many Highland games and an official piper for the society. 


Jack was a member of the 3rd and 4th degree Knights of Columbus and was on the traveling degree 
initiation team. 


He was given the nickname Jack when he was a baby because his hands were big -- like boxer Jack 
Dempsey. 


His son David gave a eulogy at his funeral and said it was impossible to summarize Jack Lander's 83 years 
into a five-minute speech. 


"Dad was unique," David Lander said. "He had a sense of humor that still catches me. | was in Kennedy 
Space Center when | got the message to hurry home. And in the airport, | felt down. Then | thought of 
something he had done or pulled on me and that made me laugh.” 
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